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We have prev ious ly  [1] repor ted  the isolation f rom the epigeal  pa r t  of Cynoglossum picture Ait. of 
five individual alkaloids,  four  of which were  identified as cynoglossophine-hel iosupine  and echinatine and 
the i r  N-oxides .  

We have studied some  p rope r t i e s  of the fifth alkaloid, with the composi t ion C14H2304N, mp 15~-159°C 
(acetone), having Rf  0.75 in the c h l o r o f o r m - m e t h a n o l  (9: 1) sys t em and 0.~1 in the b e n z e n e - e t h e r - m e t h a n o l  
(10 : 5: 2) sy s t em on ch roma tog raphy  in a thin l aye r  (0.5 mm) of a lumina (activity grade  HI according to 
Brockmann) [2]. Mol .wt .269.38.  The alkaloid is readi ly  soluble in water ,  methanol ,  ethanol, benzene, a ce -  
tone, and ch loroform,  and is insoluble in pe t ro leum ether  and diethyl e ther .  

The IR spec t rum,  taken on an IKS-14A ins t rument  makes  it poss ib le  to a s s u m e  that the substance  
contains an e s t e r  grouping conjugated with a double bond (bands at 1705 and 1720 cm- l ) ,  a grouping of the 

hel iot r idane s e r i e s  - Ic  - (1250 and 1280 cm- l ) ,  and a t e r t i a r y  hydroxyl  (1160 cm -1) [3]. 
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Analysis  of the resu l t s  obtained shows that the p rope r t i e s  of the alkaloid isolated dif fer  f rom those 
of the alkaloids desc r ibed  in the l i t e ra tu re ,  and we have t he re fo re  cal led it pictumineo 
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